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Incorporating Collaboration into the School Setting
Anna Dietl 
Abstract 
The purpose of this study was to 
understand the correlation between 
collaboration and teaching practices and 
outcomes. This was conducted in a rural 
third grade classroom in a self-study format 
through the student teaching process. Self-
reflections, surveys, and feedback forms 
were used to collect data. Findings showed 
that collaboration increased learning and 
improved lessons of both students and 
teachers. Furthermore, findings revealed 
that collaboration is not a natural process, 
but one that needs to be supports, 
reflected upon, and organized. In addition 
to this study was the ability of third grade 
students to participate in a collaborative 
setting. Scaffolding discussions and 
reflective practices lead to significant 
progress with these students as well as 
among the teachers. Finally, collaboration 
was influential in allowing for significant 
learning to be made for the student teacher 
in best preparing for future learning. 
Methods 
Conducted as a self study through: 
daily reflections, surveys , conversations with advisors and 
peers, as well as feedback forms 
Findings
With collaboration comes many 
challenges. Understanding different 
perspectives, having sufficient time 
for collaborative discussions, and 
the quality of previous relationships 
in these collaborative settings is 
critical for its success. When faced 
with challenges, I found the most 
success when I collaborated with my 
advisors or my peers.  Working 
these same skills into my lessons 
with third graders I was able to see 
the progression of the language 
they used with each other, their 
ability to listen to other ideas 
increase, and the quality of their 
independent discussions become 
more productive. In conclusion, 
when used appropriately, 
collaboration is an impactful and 
positive strategy to be used within 
the school setting. 
